
Art Assessment  

How is my child graded in 

art? 

 

It is important to know and understand that 

everyone is an artist in their own way!  

 

Students are assessed on Skills & Content and 

Effort (craftsmanship) they put into each piece 

they create!   

I do not base my assessments on the child's 

ability to draw or paint. Ability is a great thing 

to have and will be nurtured but raw talent alone 

isn't what art is entirely about! I want each and 

every one of my students to enjoy the time they 

spend in the art room regardless of their 

abilities! 

Below are the assessment marks you will see on 

your child’s report card and my description of 

how I define that mark.   

4—Exceeds Standard 

Your student consistently takes the 

lesson content and goes creatively further in 

their expression, independently. 

3—Meets Standard 

Your student is fulfilling the content 

requirements.  

2—Progressing to Standard 

Your student is beginning to demonstrate the 

content requirements.  

1—Below Standard 

Your student is not yet able to demonstrate the 

lesson content; the skill may be more difficult 

and require further practice. 

 

Once again, I grade on the process of the 

work, not the product of the work. 

How YOU can help 
 

Many parents ask what they can do at 

home to help support their child.  Give 

them time to create!  Drawing, sculpting 

with clay, building with Legos or other 

toys, creating art on the computer, taking 

photographs - all these help support 

elements of the art curriculum.  Coloring 

with your child is invaluable ~ that 

simple practice of craftsmanship of staying 

in the lines helps so much with hand/eye 

coordination.  Practicing to cut will also 

help!  Exposing children to art is also 

valuable.  While D.C. is very close and has 

an incredible collection, walking through 

Leesburg also allows for great art 

exploration.  This encourages aesthetic 

choice and decision-making while forming 

a life-long love of art. 

EExxppeerriieenncciinngg  AArrtt  

Welcome to the  

BBES Art program  

with  

Mr. Russell 



Rules &                 

Expectations 

 

Ball’s Bluff Tigers act as 

ARTISTS while in the      

Art Studio.   

That means we follow the BBES ROAR 

framework of                                                    

Respect, On task and Always Responsible by 

deomnstraing behaviors that show we are 

ARTISTS: 

  

AA--AttitudeAttitude  

 Have a Positive, “I Can do it” Attitude. 

RR--RespectRespect  

 Respect ideas, feelings, things and people.  

TT--TryTry  

 Try my best, at all times no “I Can’t”s. 

(because you can!) 

II--ImaginationImagination  

 Show creativity- my ideas and others ideas 

are valued. 

 Make unique art, don’t just copy. 

SS--SafetySafety  

 Make good choices, apologize if you don’t. 

 Raise my hand. Stay seated while working. 

TT--TargetTarget  

 Stay on task, concentration is important. 

 Use time wisely, we have art once a week-

make it count! 

SS--SpotlessSpotless  

 Clean up any mess. Keep the art studio and 

supplies in good condition for the next 

artists. 

 

The Core  

Concepts & Skills 

Students will work with a variety of 

materials including markers, crayons, paint, 

clay and technology. Our curriculum 

includes the role of artists in society, 

recognizing art as a form of communication 

and expression, and identifying elements of 

art such as line, shape, color, texture and 

space. Art history instruction is also a 

component of the curriculum.  Throughout 

the elementary art experience we are 

exploring different, age-appropriate methods 

of becoming artists through the framework of 

Creating Art, Responding to Art, Presenting 

Art and Connecting Art to other parts of our 

lives. 

All projects help students to use their 

imagination.  

I believe in the power of integrating art 

lessons with content from the classroom.   

 This is highly beneficial for those students 

who are visual-spatial and bodily-kinesthetic 

learners.  It also allows students to bring 

knowledge they have learned in to the art 

room to demonstrate understanding or 

solidify abstract concepts from the classroom 

into practical use. 

 

I align my lessons carefully to criteria in the 

Loudoun County Standards of 

Achievement, the Virginia Standards of 

Learning and the National Visual Arts 

Developed by Lois Hetland and her team of 

researchers at Harvard, the Studio Thinking 

framework touches upon best practices for art 

students and educators. These Habits of Mind 

mirror what real artists do to succeed.  

Develop Craft: Learning to use and care for 

tools and materials as well as the practices of an 

art form. 

Engage and Persist: Learning to embrace 

important artistic problems and develop focus 

within my work. 

Envision: Learning to mentally picture the next 

possible steps in my work. 

Express: Learning to create works that convey 

an idea, a feeling, or meaning. 

Observe: Learning to look carefully to see 

things that might not otherwise be seen. 

Reflect: Learning to talk about and access the 

process of artmaking for myself and others. 

Stretch and Explore: Learning to reach beyond 

my abilities and embrace the chance to learn 

from my mistakes. 

Understand Arts Community: Learning about 

art history and contemporary art and ways to 

interact as an artist with other artists. 

8 Studio Habits of Mind 


